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Warm Up

Think of any superhero. Who Shalie%x Il
do you think has the best set o e the
of skills? Even if you're not that into ™=g best set of skills
superheroes, try to remember one which include
from childhood. | —

. “These skills are the

Then turn to a partner and share) most important ”
J because .
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Plot Detail

« Focus is on a sequence of events or key
actions in a story

« Events move the story forward taking the
reader from one point to another

» Includes setting, conflict, a turning point
(climax) that changes the outcome, and a
resolution

« The combination of key points in a story
could be considered a summary.
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Analysis

* Analysis involves the reader’'s thoughts
and insights about what happens in
the story

Analysis involves your opinion—not
everyone will have the same one after
reading a story

Even though analysis is your thoughts,
it should be based on what happens in
the story.
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Plot Details

Peter Parker is an orphaned high school student who lives
with his aunt and uncle and is ruthlessly bullied by his classmates. He
deeply admires his beautiful neighbor Mary Jane Watson but is too
shy to tell her. One day while on a school field trip to a university,
Peter ventures into a laboratory and is bitten by an escaped,
B genetically-modified spider. When he wakes up the following day,
Peter discovers that he has spider-like and superhuman abilities. He
i takes on the Spider-Man persona to fight and defend others, all the
while keeping his true identity hidden. After his beloved uncle’s
death, he recognizes the weight of his responsibility as Spider-Man
and goes on to become the main adversary of the Green Goblin.
Spider-Man continues to heroically defend New York City while " -
battling his long-standing romantic feelings for Mary Jane. In the ' S Q:WW
end, she discovers his secret identity and Peter must choose to use ¥
his powers for the good of others.
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What details from
this paragraph are
plot details? Think
about things that
everyone would
agree on who has
seen the movie.
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Character Analysis

Spider-man has some of the most unique skills of all super heroes;
he is also gentle and kind, making him emotionally stronger than any other
superhero from the Marvel world. Able to fling spiderwebs that attach to
nearly any surface, Spiderman can swing from heights hundreds of feet in
the air, which gives him a skill similar to flying. This versatile ability makes it
incredibly hard for a nemesis to defeat him. His awesome skills set him
apart from other superheroes, but what makes him truly impressive is his
humanity. Spiderman shows an unmatched gentleness and appreciation for
people and creatures. When battling a foe, he will often immobilize that
opponent rather than kill them outright, showing that he values life. An
example of this is when he fights Rhino; instead of simply killing him, he
immobilizes him, then engages Rhino in a conversation about his fears and
struggles. Spiderman’s emotional intelligence paired with his unique skills
makes him the strongest of all Marvel superheroes.
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What details from
h this paragraph are
f{ analysis?

o

B Think about

4 opinions and
insights based on

d the plot details.
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Turn and Talk:

What are some Rey
differences between
writing that is focused on
plot details versus
character analysis?
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Which one to use?

® In most secondary English writing (like this class),
you will generally be asked to do more analysis than
plot summary

Plot details or a summary of the plot should support
your analysis and help you explain why or how you
think a specific way.

Assume that your reader will be familiar with the
story behind the character - you do not need to
retell the story.
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Card Sort:
Plot vs. Analysis?

Sort the cards into two piles: one pile for cards that are
mostly plot details or plot summary, and one pile for
cards that are mostly analysis.
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Let's look at more
examples of
character analysis...



Coding Character Analysis

Woody, the lovable leader of the toys in the movie “Toy

Highlight the Story” is a dynamic character who discovers how to give
analysis details and receive love and friendship. Woody endures many

in BEEER. obstacles such as escaping from Sid, a boy who tortures
Highlight the toys, and finding his way home after getting lost at a gas
plot details in station far from Andy’s home. These encounters build
yellow. resilience and determination in Woody. They also bond him

to Buzz. Ultimately Woody is changed by his experiences
with Buzz, and is a better version of himself at the end of
the movie.
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Coding Character Analysis
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Woody, the lovable leader of the toys in the movie “To

Story” is a dynamic character who discovers how to give

Highlight the

analysis details and receive love and friendship. \Woody endures many
In Ereen. obstacles such as escaping from Sid, a boy who tortures

Highlight the toys, and finding his way home after getting lost at a gas
plot details in station far from Andy’s home. These encounters build

yellow. resilience and determination in Woody. They also bond him
to Buzz. Ultimately Woody is changed by his experiences
ith Buzz, and is a better version of himself at the end of
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Coding Character Analysis

Highlight the Arial is the least likable of all Disney princesses, as she
analysis details embodies many of problematic characteristics. First, she

in green. falls in love with a man whom she does not know at all,
which is exasperating in itself. Then, Arial thoughtlessly
gives up her voice, and seems to think she does not need it

Highlight the
plot details in
yellow. for a man to fall in love with her. She does not understand

what a true relationship is or should be. Further, she has no
understanding that one of a person’s biggest assets is their
voice. For these reasons, Arial is not a character who
should be esteemed by young girls.
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Coding Character Analysis

Highlight the
analysis details
in green.

embodies many of problematic characteristics. First, she
falls in love with a man whom she does not know at all,

hich is exasperating in itself. fjThen, Arial thoughtlessly

gives up her voice, and seems to think she does not need it

or a man to fall in love with her. She does not understand
hat a true relationship is or should be. Further, she has no

Highlight the
plot details in
yellow.

understanding that one of a person’s biggest assets is their

voice. For these reasons, Arial is not a character who
should be esteemed by young girls.

©A Better Way To Teach 2023



Highlight the
analysis details
in green.

Highlight the
plot details in
yellow.
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Give it a try!

Write a short paragraph about any
Disney or Pixar character. Write about

the least
think of.
analysis,

ikable character you can
nclude both plot details and

but include more analysis

than plot details.



Exit Ticket

On your handout, answer
the following:

« What are the key

differences between plot
details and analysis?

« Which one should
English writing primarily
contain? Why?
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